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Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, Book 1
Richard Hooker

Hooker resolved to investigate the position of the English Church, and to 
attempt to answer the question What is the basis upon which Church laws and 
Church government rest? And his magnum opus ‘The Laws of Ecclesiastical 
Polity’ was the result.

The design of The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, as stated by Richard Hooker, 
was to settle current controversies concerning religion and government, and 
“to resolve the conscience, and to show as near as I can what in this 
controversy the heart is to think, if it will follow the light of sound and sincere 
judgment, without either cloud of prejudice, or mist of passionate affection.” - 
Summary by Vernon Staley
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